
Marking Policy 2018/19 

 

Feedback is the number one best method by which to accelerate learning, and is a key component of 

formative assessment. When your books are checked, they are checked for adherence to the marking policy 

below.  

Guidelines and Strategies for Close Marking 

 

 Feedback needs to be specific: the learner needs to know exactly what has been done well, by highlighting 
both evidence and toolkit in GREEN. 
 

 Feedback needs to indicate what has been less successful.  PINK highlighting is to be used to indicate an area 
for improvement. Both evidence and success criteria need to be highlighted.  

 

 Feedback needs to indicate how improvement can be made (‘CLOSING THE GAP’ AND IMPROVEMENT 
PROMPT) and these needs to be linked to the PINK highlighting. Only one area for improvement to be 
indicated in most cases. 

 

 Learners must be given time to absorb and act upon or consolidate the feedback comments (RESPONSE TIME). 
For example, early morning learning burst or the beginning of a lesson. 

 

 Opportunities for Response Time are to be made daily, so the groups whose books are marked today will be 
the group who respond in the afternoon or the next lesson. 

 

 Working with the children while they are responding to marking is good practise. 
 

 Teachers may make additional general comments about handwriting and spelling. Spellings that we want a 
child to correct need to be indicated with a pink dot. 

 

 All responses by pupils must be acknowledged with a tick, date or smiley face 
 

 Any verbal feedback that happened can be indicated with a (V). 
 

 Work marked by TAs and supply teachers must follow the school marking policy and not simply acknowledged 
with initials.  If work is not marked, it must be marked by the class teacher. 

 

 Responses/corrections should be evident with writing on original work and not rubbing out. 
 

 In Key Stage 1, pictorial stamps will be used for marking so all children know what is expected of them linked 
to either, the success criteria, or the Tiny, Tickable Target. In year 2, from Christmas, teachers should move 
away from stamps and write comments instead. 

 

 In Key Stage 2, a sticker is used on in each piece of extended writing to show number of ticks and when a 
Tiny,Tickable Target is achieved. 

 
 
                                                                                                        
  



English 

 Each teacher will close mark at least 3 groups of work daily on a rotational basis after a lesson using the 
Academy marking guidelines. Teachers may decide to close mark all the books at least three times a week 
instead. 

 All the other books for the day must be acknowledged with ticks on the success criteria (and an initial if 
marked by anyone other than the class teacher). 

 All work must be marked. 

 In Literacy, all books must be close marked; to age related expectations on the completion of a unit of work 
containing a writing outcome (Big write) as this will inform future planning and assessment.  

 In Key Stage 1, children use purple polishing pens to respond to marking. 

 In Lower Key and Upper Stage 2, purple polishing pens are used for minor corrections, but it is up to teachers’ 
discretion as to whether they use a pencil or polishing pen for longer sentences/ paragraphs in their follow 
ups.  

 
Maths 

 ALL work must be marked with ‘Green & Pink’ and not √ or × every day. 

 Each teacher will close mark at least 2 groups of work daily, on a rotational basis after a lesson using the 
school marking guidelines. Teachers may decide to close mark all the books at least three a week instead. 

 The feedback for close marked books must either include: 
 

1. Marking corrections.  However not every follow up should be marking corrections. 
2. Extension/challenges.  This must include examples of reasoning. 
3. Examples to be done independently where they were supported the previous day. 
4. A pre- teach follow up where the teacher works with a group to complete a follow up which moves 

learning on to the next step. 

 When children are responding to marking, all original work and answers must remain with no rubbing out. 

 Purple polishing pens will be used for responding to marking. 
 

Reading 

 Year 1 - Teachers mark all work and highlight the tool kit against the specific skill. 

 Year 2 - Teachers mark all work and highlight the tool kit against the specific skill. Each child will have their 
work close marked at least once week from Christmas. 

 KS2 - Teachers mark all work and highlight the tool kit against the specific skill 

 Each child will have their work close marked once a week. 

 Only pink comments are used in reading books 
         

SPaG 

 In KS1 tool kits are used.  Worked is marked against the tool kit. 

 In year 1 phonics all work must be marked with ‘Green & Pink’ and follow ups set for each child twice a week. 

 In year 2 comments are only made where there are mistakes in the task which need addressing. 
 

 In KS2 there are no tool kits. Work is marked daily with a tick.  Comments are only made where there are 
mistakes in the task which need addressing. 

 
Science 

 Teachers mark the work with a tick and/or a sticker, any tool kits will need to be highlighted and additional 
comments must be made. 

 Books are close marked for all SC1 assessments. 
 

Foundation Subjects 

 Teachers mark the work with tick and/or a sticker, any tool kits will need to be highlighted and additional 
comments must be made. Closer attention must given to marking in the foundation subjects, especially linked 
to literacy basic skills. 

 If it is a piece of topic Literacy, which has a literacy tool kit, then evidence of what has been done well needs 
highlighting in both the writing and tool kit. 

 Ongoing quality verbal feedback must be given to the children. 

 Redrafted/published work also needs to be recognised by the teacher with at least a tick. 


