
Key Vocabulary 

Afterlife The place where Egyptians believed they would go af-

ter they died.  

Canopic jars Special jars that held the organs of a mummy including 

the lungs, intestines, liver and stomach. 

Civilisation A human society with its own social organization and 
culture.  

Dynasty  A period of rule when a series of kings or pharaohs all 
came from the same family. 

Hieroglyphics  A type of writing that used a combination of pictures 
and symbols. 

Mummification The process in which the skin and flesh of a corpse 
can be preserved.   

Papyrus A plant that grew on the banks of the Nile. 

Pharaohs  The supreme ruler of all of Ancient Egypt. 

Sarcophagus A large stone box that held a mummy’s coffin. 

Ancient Egypt 

Knowledge organiser 

3500 BC Early settlers in the Nile valley 

3100 BC Hieroglyphic script developed 
Narmer unifies Upper and Lower 

Egypt 
2700 BC First stone pyramid built 

2600 BC Pyramids of Giza built 

2200 BC Various kings rule over Egypt 

2055 BC Mentuhotep II gained control of 
entire country 

2000 – 
1700 BC 

Agricultural development of the 
Faiyum 

Earliest parts of Temple of Karnak 
built 

Egyptians control Nubia 

1700 BC Hyksos rulers took control of Delta 
region 

1600 BC Ahmose unifies country 

1400 BC Tutankhamun became pharaoh 

1100 BC Upper and Lower Egypt split 

525 BC Persians conquer Egypt 

Timeline 

Interesting facts…  

Most Ancient Egyptian pyramids were built as tombs 

for pharaohs (rulers of Ancient Egypt) and their fami-

lies. To date, over 130 pyramids have been discov-

ered in Egypt. 

The afterlife was incredibly important to the Egyp-

tians. They believed that by preserving a dead per-

son’s body – which they did through the process 

of mummification – their soul would live on in the 

after-life forever. 

The Pyramid of Khufu at Giza is the largest Egyptian 

pyramid. This incredible structure weighs as much as 

16 Empire State buildings! 

Both Egyptian men and women wore make-up. The 

eye-paint was usually green (made from copper) or 

black (made from lead). As well as offering protection 

from the sun, the Egyptians believed make-up had 

magical healing powers, too! 

Unwrapped, the bandages of an Ancient Egyptian 


