
Global Warming 

 The Earth’s temperature 
is gradually rising. 
 
 Global warming is caused 
by something called the 
greenhouse effect. 
 
 We can reduce the ef-
fects of global warming by 
driving less and using less 
electricity. 

Land Use 

 Land is used for various purposes. 
Land use can be broken down into physical geography and human geography. 
 Physical geography can be defined as landmarks which are formed naturally e.g. 
beaches, rivers, the sea, forests, etc. 
 Human geography can be defined as landmarks which have been created by hu-
mans e.g. cities, towns, factories, shops and offices. 
 
Year 4 will be exploring many of these features, which of these are near your house?   

Key Vocabulary 

Country  A nation with its own government. 

City A large town, such as Bristol or London. 

Capital A city that has a seat of government. 

Map A diagrammatic representation of an area of land showing 
physical features, cities, roads, etc. 

Grid reference A map reference indicating a location in terms of a series of 
vertical and horizontal grid lines identified by numbers or 
letters. 

Locate To find the exact position of something. 

Landmarks An object or feature of a landscape or town, which is easily 
seen and recognisable. 

Land use When an area is used for a specific purpose. There are 5 
types of land use: residential, agricultural, recreation, trans-
portation and commercial. 

Investigation A formal inquiry or systematic study. 

Global Warming The process that causes the earth’s temperature to rise and 
makes the earth warmer. 

Pollution Pollution happens when the environment is contaminated, 
or dirtied by waste, chemicals and other harmful substanc-
es. 

Where are we? 

Knowledge organiser 

Map skills 

 Maps are useful tools to 
help us identify where places 
are in the world. 
 Maps can come in the form 
of paper versions (in atlases) 
or as an electronic version 
(Google Maps). It is more 
common today to view elec-
tronic maps. 
 Grid references are used 
on maps to describe the loca-
tion of landmarks and points 
of interest. 
 Symbols are used on maps 
to show points of interest. 


