
Knowledge organiser 

The Great Fire of London 

Recalling facts about the Great Fire of London 

To understand events in the past, we must first 

gather facts about what happened. 

Here are some key facts about the Great Fire of 

London: 

 Most houses were made out of wood and 

closely packed together.  

 In the year of the fire, there had been a long 

hot summer called a ‘drought’. 

 The fire started at a bakery on Pudding Lane. 

What do these facts tell us? Can you find out any 

more facts about the fire which will help us under-

Asking questions about the Great Fire of       

London. 

Once we know some facts about the event, we can 

begin to ask questions to help our understanding. 

Here are some questions we could ask about the 

Great Fire of London.  

 What might have started the fire in the       

bakery? 

 Why couldn’t the fire be stopped sooner? 

 How did the fire change the way houses were 

built afterwards? 

Can you think of any more questions we could ask to 

Key vocabulary  

1600s A period in time from 1600-1700 - approximately 350 years ago.  

Chronological order When events are put into time order.  

Past Something that has already happened. 

Present Something that is happening at the moment. 

Fact A statement that is true. 

Fiction Written stories about people and events that are not real.  

Design To plan something for a purpose.  

Materials  What something is made of. 

Designing a house 

During this topic, we will be designing a house from 

the 1600s and making a model of it. To help       

prepare for this, you could find out the answer to 

these questions at home: 

How did people live in the 1600s? 

How is this different from today? 

What features did a house have at that time? 

How were they different from houses today? 

This term in our topic lessons will have a History and Design Technology focus. We will be investigating 

the Great Fire of London. This tragic event happened in 1666 and nearly destroyed the whole of our     

capital city! We will be reading stories from the past to try and imagine what it would have been like to live 

in this time, then comparing this to our lives today. Finally, we will be designing and making a house that is     


