
Key Vocabulary 

Natural disaster A natural disaster is a major bad event caused by 

the natural processes of the Earth. Examples include floods,      

hurricanes, tornadoes, volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, tsunamis 

and other geologic processes.  

 

Volcanic eruption 

A volcano is a landform (usually a mountain)  where molten rock 

erupts through the surface of the planet. 

Earthquake Earthquakes occur when two  large pieces of the Earth’s crust sud-

denly slip. This causes shock waves to make the surface of the 

Earth shake in the form of an earthquake. 

Tsunami A tsunami is a large ocean wave usually caused by an underwater 

earthquake or a volcanic explosion. Tsunamis are NOT tidal waves. 

Tidal waves are caused by the forces of the moon, sun and planets  

upon the tides, as well as the wind as it moves over the water. 

Tornado A tornado is a violent rotating column of air extending from a 

thunder storm to the ground. They are capable of tremendous 

destruction and can destroy buildings, uproot trees and hurl     

vehicles hundreds of meters. 

Tropical Storm 

Hurricane 

Cyclone 

Typhoon 

A tropical storm is a localized, very intense low-pressure wind   

system, forming over tropical oceans and with winds of hurricane 

force. Wind speeds are 73mph or greater.                                                        

The only difference between a hurricane and a typhoon is the    

location where the storm occurs. ... In the North Atlantic, central 

North Pacific, and eastern North Pacific, the term hurricane is 

used. The same type of disturbance in the Northwest Pacific is 

called a typhoon and “cyclones” occur in the South Pacific and        

Indian Ocean.  

Flood  A flood happens when water covers land that is usually dry. A 

flash flood can describe a flood which happens very quickly in        

l ow-lying land and is often caused by very heavy rainfall. 
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