
Year 6 Term 4 Science 
What can we learn about living things from the theories of evolution and inheritance? 
 

 

 

 

Word Definition 

adaptation 
Any change in the structure or behaviour of a species which 
helps it to become better fitted to survive and reproduce in 
its environment. 

characteristics A distinguishing quality, trait or feature of a living thing. 

evolution 

Evolution is change over time. It is the process by which 
different kinds of living organism are believed to have 
developed from earlier forms during the history of the 
earth. 

fossil 
The preserved remains (or traces of remains) of ancient 
organisms. They are found in rocks.  

fossilisation 
The process of an animal or plant becoming preserved in a 
hard, petrified form. Fossilisation often results in the 
impression of an organism being left in a rock. 

habitat 
The natural home or environment of an animal, plant, or 
other organism. 

inheritance 
The process of genetic transmission of traits from parents 
to offspring. 

natural selection 

The process where organisms with favourable traits are 
more likely to reproduce. In doing so, they pass on these 
traits to the next generation. Over time this process allows 
organisms to adapt to their environment. 

offspring Offspring are the young born of living organisms.  

variation 
The differences between members of the same species. For 
example, (in humans) eye colour, blood type.  

Did you know? 

✓ Living things produce offspring of the same kind, but 

normally offspring vary and are not identical to their 

parents. 

✓ Fossils provide information about living things that 

inhabited the Earth millions of years ago. 

✓ Animals and plants adapt to their environment for 

example, because regular leaves don't conserve water 

well, the cactus developed spines to adapt to its 

extremely dry environment. 

Mary Anning  

(21 May 1799 – 9 March 1847) was an 

English palaeontologist. She made finds in 

the cliffs along the English Channel at 

Lyme Regis, Dorset, Southwest England. 

Alfred Wallace 

(8 January 1823 – 7 November 1913) was 

a British naturalist. He is best known for 

independently conceiving the theory of 

evolution through natural selection. 

Charles Darwin 

(12 February 1809 – 19 April 1882) was 

an English naturalist, geologist and 

biologist, best known for his 

contributions to the science of evolution. 

His paper on the subject 

was jointly published with 

some of Charles Darwin's 

writings in 1858. 


